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General information about

> local taxes
> the television licence fee

payment and claim

how to pay ?
For the payment, you can choose one of the two options.

direct debit  
One annual direct debit  in the last  term of the concerned year or
Monthly instalments: 10 payments from January from October, with a debited account on the 15th 
of each month

direct payment over the internet 
www.impots.gouv.fr
In that case, you will need to give your bank account details. 

how to make a claim ?
If you believe  there is a taxation error, contact the tax offi ce whose address is on your tax 
assessment notice.

information on tax amounts, assessment, exemptions, relief
Please apply to your local tax offi ce

information on payment 
Please apply to your treasury offi ce

_

This leafl et is a simplifi ed document. 
It cannot act as a substitute for reference to statutes 

and regulations or the relevant directives

more informations
www.impots.gouv.fr
08 91 67 10 10 0,225 euros/mn



LOCAL TAXES

what are they used for ?
Local taxes are assessed annually and contribute to the budgets of communes, associations of 
communes, departments and the region in order to fund development of public infrastructure and 
community services.

how are they assessed ?
Local taxes are assessed by the tax administration (land registry) and calculated on the basis of the 
rental value of the property, this being the theoretical yearly rent that an owner would derive from a 
property if it was rented.

All changes affecting the property ( renovation, extension, additional construction, demolition, 
change of use ) must be reported to your local land registry tax office, by filling in special form called 
the “declaration H1”.

The amount of tax is obtained by multiplying the assessed rental value by the tax rate voted by the 
relevant local authority for the year concerned.

taxable property
residence tax
This tax is payable by the occupant of the dwelling on 1st January of the tax year, whether owner 
or tenant.
It covers all furnished accommodation situation in France, together with outbuildings.

property taxes
Property tax on buildings is payable by the owner on 1st January of the tax year for all buildings 
situated in France.
Special case : Stationary houseboats are taxable even if they are secured only by mooring ropes

Property tax on land without buildings is payable annually on unbuilt property of every kind situated in 
France by the owner on 1st January of the tax year or by whoever has the beneficial use (the usufructuary 
for example).

exemptions
Residence tax Only if the tax concerns your main home (that means you fill in a global income tax in 
France N° 2042) :
– Tax allowances for dependants ;
– Exemptions according to the age, the family status, the income level (known as the “revenu fiscal de 
référence”) ; 
– These tax allowances are normally automatically granted on basis of information required on the global 
income tax return N° 2042.

Property tax Many exceptions for particular circumstances :
– Short term exemptions of varying lengths of time for new buildings ;
– Long term exemptions for persons aged over 75 with modest resources, as defined by the law.

payment of taxes
You will receive an annual notice of assessment, generally on October, and the tax has to be paid to the 
treasury office.

THE TELEVISION LICENCE FEE

what is this for ?
–  The television licence fee (redevance audiovisuelle) funds public service television broadcasting.
–  It is assessed by the tax assessment office and collected by the treasury office.

who pays the fee ?
Anyone who is liable to the residence tax in France(taxe d’habitation) and has a main or secondary 
home equipped with a television set on 1st January of the present year, is subject to this licence 
fee. Only one licence fee is payable, regardless of the number of television sets, the number of co-
occupants in the home, the number of residences.

who doesn’t pay the fee ?
For people residing in France for tax purposes, exemptions are allowed according to the age, 
the taxable income level, and the assignment of some social allowances.

which television sets are taxable ?
All receiving equipment for television, all display unit allowing television receipt.

what do i have to do to inform the non television set possession ?
On the first page of the global income tax return 2042, tick the box RA.
For those who are liable for the residence tax but don’t have to declare their global income tax 
in France, they have to inform their tax office that they have no television set.

the payment of the fee
– The fee is collected in the same way as the residence tax; it will be mentioned clearly on the 
residence tax assessment notice which you receive for your main or second home.
– The fee is 116 euros.


